
Share your Florida experiences and make 

friends with other British owners. 
We would love you to not only ‘like’ our facebook page but also 

share in and also start conversations which could be useful to all. 

For example good experiences you have had at restaurants, cost 

effective medical insurance, news on airlines,  in fact anything posi-

tive that could be a benefit to others. We are going to invite all of 

the British groups that operate in Florida to join as well so that we 

can announce their events so why not look us up now and ‘like’ us 

so that you always know whats going on. 

 

  

Florida 
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It was an honour and a pleasure for The British Realtor in Florida Group to be asked to be 

consultants for ‘ A Place in the Sun ‘ this year with their series of TV shows in Florida. 

 

Jonnie Irwin who presents the show is an absolute gentleman and actually does have a good 

knowledge and background in the property industry so he is not just the pretty face behind 

the camera, although I can imagine his looks certainly helped him land the role.  

 

The show filmed from a number of locations and finally our CEO Simon Brooker agreed to 

make his debut film career when they came to Bonita Springs. It was certainly fun but lets 

just say the phone hasn't rung from any film producers so I guess he better stick to what he 

know best…. 

The ‘ British Realtor in Florida Group ‘ is licensed under the brokerage Simply Think Florida 

Realty inc which is owned by Simon & Hazel Brooker. The head office for the brokerage is 

located at 2154 Corporation Boulevard, Naples Florida 34109.  

Tel 239 596 0445.  Lic # CQ1040139 

www.thebritishrealtorinflorida.com 



                        Our story so far…  
After 25 years of building a substantial residential and commercial property agency in the UK my 

wife and I sold our company in 2009 and moved to Naples in Florida. Our objective was to slow 

down and enjoy life in the slow lane for the rest of our lives……..the dream… 

 After 6 months reality struck, I lost interest in golf and my wife admitted she was bored, we 

missed being in the property market and our other business interests just did not satisfy. 

 Our background gave us a lot of experience and creditability and we decided to look into open-

ing a real estate office in Naples. Our thought was to work purely with British clients as potentially 

we felt  it would be a natural ‘peace of mind’ to a home owner to deal with a fellow countryman who 

had been in the industry for many years and was based over here full time. 

 At first I was delighted to see that the industry is licensed in the States, something that many 

of us have been pushing for in the UK to rid the industry of the sharks and scammers, However 

when I discovered that it only took five days to take the training course to be licensed I realized 

that it wasn't quite the client protection I had expected. Having worked in the UK and been con-

trolled by the Royal Institute of chartered surveyors rules for many years I still wish more stringent controls would be put in place 

on both sides of the pond. 

 My five days were lets just say interesting. The so called license compliance training concentrated more on sales and body 

language than how to effectively act and protect clients, lets just say I wasn't impressed and now understand why there are so 

many nightmare stories. In a nutshell most ‘realtors’ just do not know what they are doing.  We opened our office in 2010 with just 

two members of staff, ‘ my wife and I ‘.  

 Apparently a new realtor should sell 4 - 5 properties in their first year but within a few months it became apparent that our ser-

vices would be required a bit more than we had expected and at the end of year one we had doubled the staff and sold  52 homes. 

 To keep the story relatively short we soon expanded not only our staff levels but also our operating locations into Fort Myers, 

then Cape Coral and in 2012 Sarasota and Bradenton with Orlando and Kissimmee coming on board in late 2013. We are just 

about to add Miama, West Palm Beach, Tampa and St Petes to our locations and are currently training staff ready. 

 Our objective has and will continue to be to offer honest, sound, straight forward no nonsense advise to British clients and, to 

ensure that if we are asked to sell for them we look to achieve the best possible price available on the market at that time.  

 

Simon Brooker  
President & CEO 

     Are Values going up still?    
The last four years have seen a turn  around in the Florida economy with prop-

erty prices rising dramatically in some areas. The oil spill which effected tourism 

is now some years past and the numbers of holiday makers and buyers are back 

up to normal figures. 

 With the internet enabling a business to operate from anywhere in the world 

many US companies are bringing their HQ’s down South which is increasing 

local employment so currently if a property is priced correctly and the community 

that it is in is in good shape with sensible HOA/condo costs then it should sell 

given a fair period of marketing. 

 There are however factors which are on the horizon which could have an 

impact. For example both the UK and the US keep talking about interest rate 

increases which would make the cost of a mortgage higher and could potentially 

slow things down.  

 The market being busy again new developments are springing up all over 

Florida and faced with the option of buying a new home with warranty or an old-

er home, the newer homes will seize a substantial amount of the market leaving 

others behind.  Finally Americans don’t tend to buy older homes and refurbish 

them, they prefer to buy them al-

ready upgraded so some of the 

older homes which in the States 

means pre 2000 may slowly be-

come less in demand.  

 OK so yes you have established 

by now that I have given facts but in 

true politicians style I have not actu-

ally answered the question. Nobody 

predicted the crash so be careful if 

anyone  tries to forecast the future, 

the Florida market has proven to be 

vulnerable.. 

The British Realtor in  

Florida Group offers reduced 

rates of commission for British 

home owners if asked to act in 

the sale of their property. 

The sun sells. 
The British consulate in Orlando estimates 

that 400,000 British expats now live in Florida 

and 1.5 million tourists visit the state each 

year, ranking Britain second only to Canada 

among the origin for overseas visitors.  

     Many property owners spend a few 

months a year in the state and rent out their 

houses for the rest of the time. 

    Its amazing what pull 300 days of sunshine 

a year has. 

 



Jim Bzoch 
Opera-

tions 

 

The British Realtor in Tampa 

The British Realtor in Clearwater 

The British Realtor in St Petes 

Tampa@thebritishrealtorinflorida.com 

 

The British Realtor in Sarasota 

The British Realtor in Bradenton 

Sarasota@thebritishrealtorinflorida.com 

 

 

The British Realtor in Fort Myers 

The British Realtor in Naples 

Naples@thebritishrealtorinflorida.com 

 

Capital Gains Tax 
Preparing for the market 

 

Under US tax laws when a property owned by a foreign indi-

vidual is sold the closing agent whether it is an attorney or title 

company is legally 

committed to hold 

back a percentage of 

the sale pending capi-

tal gains tax liability 

whether the property 

is sold for above or 

below the price that it 

was bought for. 

 We are well 

versed on the legislation and the requirements to not only re-

lease these funds but also to avoid ( not evade ) in some in-

stances. 

 Do not hesitate to contact us to discuss this in greater de-

tail especially if you are contemplating selling in the future as 

there are things you can put in place now to reduce the time 

scale to get your funds back if there is not tax due or you have 

costs to reduce the liability, 

 

Holiday home for rent 

in Sussex UK 
Yes we are now also going to start doing things backwards 

as for some reason we seem to get a lot of Americans asking 

whether we know of any homes to rent for between a week 

and a couple of months in England.  

 The home pictured above is a small country cottage 

backing onto open farmland and within close proximity to 

Goodwood racecourse and the historic village of Arundel.  

 If you have a home in England that you would consider 

renting when you are away then please contact us and talk 

to us about this service. 

www.TheBritishRealtorinFlorida.com 

 Pro active by intention  -  successful by results 

The British Realtor in Orlando 

The British Realtor in Kissimee 

Orlando@thebritishrealtorinflorida.com 

 

 

 

 

 

The British Realtor in West Palm Beach 

Westpalm@thebritishrealtorinflorida.com 

 

 

 

The British Realtor in Miami 

miam@thebritishrealtorinflorida.com 



 

US Mortgage  

options now  

available to non 

residents 
Firstly let me clarify that we are not mortgage consultants, not licensed to sell mort-

gages and are not giving this information for any financial gain at all. 

 

There are a number of you who acquired properties in Florida some years ago and 

are now are in a positon where ideally you would prefer to raise a mortgage against 

the property as you have a requirement for the funds elsewhere. For a number of 

years this has not been possible as after the crash all of the US banks and other 

lenders tightened their policies and either would not consider taking into account in-

come outside the US and/or would not consider applications without a US social se-

curity number. 

 

We have been made aware by a mortgage broker of a bank who is now lending at a 

maximum loan to value of 80% and will except applications from foreign nationals 

with income outside the US. If you would like more information in regards to this 

please contact our offices and we will send you the contact information for the broker. 

We must add that although some of our clients have used this broker before and we 

have no reason to doubt his integrity or professionalism this is by no means any form 

of recommendation only purely making you aware in case it is of interest. 

Free immediate valuations 

Whether you are considering selling or just inquisitive we are happy to provide a valu-

ation of your home for you with 

absolutely no obligation. Simp-

ly send an e mail to us with the 

address of your Florida home 

and we can come back to you 

swiftly with a  report. We do 

not need access to the home 

as we are able to locate every-

thing we need to know from various record sources that we have access into. 

                                  E Mail: valuations@simplythink.net     

What our clients say 

The British realtor recently managed the 
successful sale of one of our properties 

in Naples whilst we returned to the 
UK.  Unlike some of the other realtors 
we approached he was proactive from 

the minute we met him.  He kept us fully 
updated throughout the viewing period 
and provided useful and professional 

advice during the negotiations when an 
offer was received.  Following the re-
ceipt of the home inspection report he 

performed minor repairs to the property 
and generally provided a service over 

and above what we had hoped for.  We 
cannot recommend his services highly 
enough as a stabilising factor in an ac-
tivity that is always an emotional roller 

coaster. 

********** 

To say I was impressed by the service 
from Simon’s team would be an under-
statement, nothing is too much trouble. 
Everything is done in such a helpful and 
professional manner, I wouldn’t hesitate 

to recommend them to anyone’    

**********  

" The big difference which we have 
found with Simon Brooker is that he is 

willing to give advice- and good advice - 
rather than just peddling property.When 

he acted for us in a recent sale he 
achieved a quick and reasonably priced 
sale and nothing was too much trouble , 
including a bit of repair work to meet the 

buyer's requirements! From the per-
spective of an English investor in a for-
eign land he is extremely user friendly. 

********** 

From the first meeting with Simon his 

friendly and knowledgeable attitude 

made us feel very calm in what is nor-

mally a very stressful process. His man-

ner and explanation of the procedures 

made this a fast and very smooth trans-

action, which cannot be praised 

enough. We not only met an agent we 

made a friend. 

********** 

It is so easy to deal with your company 

as you fully understand the US system 

and are quiet happy just to talk it 

through prior to moving forwards to 

make sure we know what we are doing, 

We feel so comfortable knowing your 

working for us. 

********** 

 

Contact Information 

For e mail see map on inner pages or for valuations see above 

Naples & Fort Myers:      Tel: 001 239 596 0445   

Miami & West palm Beach:   Tel: 001 305 423 6266 

Orlando & Kissimmee:     Tel: 001 407 545 4158 

Sarasota & Bradenton:    Tel: 001 813 261 6598 

Tampa & St Petes:      Tel: 001 941 444 3970 

 


